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Humbly offer'd for a Law to enaft 
the Callie of Popiſh Ecclelia- 1a- 
(ticks, Oc 


HE Honourable Houſe of Commons hav- 
17g been plcasd to take into their Con- 
{1deration the unaccountable growth of 

Popery among(t us of late, and to ap- 

point a Committee to conſider of Ways and Means 

_ for preventing the ſame : It is thought fit, among 

the croud of Propoſals for that end, to publiſh what 

follows. | 


We may, without intrenching upon the Province 
of Divines, make bold to aſſert, That when the 
Canurch of Rome is call'd in the Sacred Scriptures, 
The Mother of Hurlits, and of the Abominations of 
_ the Earth; there's ſomething elſe meant by it' than a 
wy Rieligicus [mpurity, or going a whoring after 

fiilſe Gods, as their Saints and Angels, and multi- 
tudes of Mediators between God and Men un- 
 doubtedly are. We need but caſt our Eye upon 
Plaitind's Lives of the Popes, and turn over a few 

Az Leaves 


b | 1M. 
Leaves of the Hiitorys of moſt Nations of Europe. to 
be convincd that the Romſh Clergy have ever ſince 


the Pope's Ulurpation been branded with Unclean- 
nels, The wanton Obſervation made by Herry the 


4th of France, 2s he paſſed one day betwixt a Friary 


. anda Nunnery, That the /:tter was the Baru, and the 


former were the Threſhers, was found to have too 
much of truth in it in all thoſe Countrys where 
Monalterys were overturn'd or ſcarch'd upon the Re- 


formation. The valt neavs of Childrens Bones that 


were found in draw-wells, and other places about 
them, were ſpeaking, to not living Monuments of the 
horrid Impurity,as well as barbarous Cruelty of thoſe 
pretended Religious Communities. To inſiſt v4 
more upon this, were to accule the Age of inexcuſab! 
Ignorance in Hiſtory, and therefore we ſhall con- 


clude this Introduction with an Obvlervation from 


Fox's Ads and Monnments, T hat before the Reforma- 
tion the Pricſts alone were computcd tohave 100099 
Whores in this Kingdom 5 which muit be underitood 


of what the Dialect SEhdle times calld Lemmans, 


from the French [ amante, that 13, in the modern 
Phraſe, kept Miſſes: beſides their promiſcuc us Whore- 
doms with the Women, they contefled, oc. 

This borrid Uncleannefs of the Romiſ Clergy 
cannot appear incredible to thoſe w ho contidir, that 
belides their beirg judicially given up of Cud to 
v/ork all manner af Uddcanncſ with v7. iinels, 
their Vow of Chaſtity, and being turbiddin to mar- 
ty, lays them urvder a temptaiton peculiar to their 
Gcder, FE 

It will vor onvar Teſs firanpe 1f we cenlides their 
way of iving, ajtid opportunity: They eat and 


drink 


TT 


drink of the beſt, are careſſed in all Families of their 

Way ; have an advantage of knowing the Inclina- 
tions, and of private converſe with Women by thar 
Auricular Contcihon, and by thr pretended Power 
to give Pardon ; have a Door open to Pe r{wade the 
committing of one Sin for cx plating an other, and 
accordingly improve 1t. 

This is ſo far from buing a Calumny, that the Po- 
piſh Laity themſclves 1n all Ages and Countrys have 
been ſenſible of it ; and thcrefore molt of the Popiſh 


Kingdoms follicited the Council of Trent to allow 


Prieſts marriage. But the Pope, for Reaſons we 
ſhall touch anon, did not think fit to grantit; tho 
FEreas Silvias himſelf, afterwards Pope, was ſo fully 
convinc*d of the neccſlity of it, that he ſaid, Tho 
Prieſts were forbidden to marry for very good Reaſons, 
yet there were frm Reaſons to allow it. _ 

They that have travePd in Popiſh Country S, and 
obſerv'd their Prieſts and Monks, know, that gene- 
rally ſpeaking, they carry about them no marks of 
that Auſterity and Mortification which they pretend 
to. They look as fat, and generally fatter than other 
Men ; which 1s an infallible Token that they fare as 
wcll. if not better, than others do. You ſhall ſee 
3s white and plump a Hand under a Monk's Hood, as 
1n any Family of Quality 3 and a Foot as clean and 
ncat many times 1n a Sandal, as is to be found under 
a Spaniſh Leather Shoe and ilk Stockin : Nor is it a- 
ny Secret, that in the Neighbourhood of Convents 
theres as good Diet prepar'd for the uſe of Monks 


and Nans, as comes to Gentlemens Tables. Nay, 


| thoſe very places of Retirement, with their large 
Gardens, adorn'd with Walks and Shades, and many 


bD times 
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times water'd by pleaſant Fountains or murmuring 
Streams, together with thcir idle way of living, 
ſeem to be accommodated to inſpire them with amo- 
rous Sentiments, againſt which their Vows of Cha- 
ſtity, and the Rules of their Order, are fo far from be- 
ing Preſcrvatives, that they only add Fewel! to their 
Flames, and make thern commit Sin with the hipher 
reliſh. So that when they go abroad from their No- 
naſterys, they arc like ſo many fed Horſes neighirg as 
the Scripture exprefles it of the luſtfual Fews, atter 
every Woman they fee; and if they have not op- 
portunity of giving vent to thur Luſts that way, 
they many times do it by other mathods, which Na- 
tare, as welt as Religion forbids to name. This we 
may juſtly ſuppoſe to have been the Motive thar 
1induc'd Emarnel de Sag in his Aphoriſms to maintain 
that Fornication, Aluitery and Sodomy did not make 
a Prieſt irregular, whereas Marrzage did. 

* If befides their being / forbidden to marry, we 
conſider that they are provided for by the ſweat of 
other mens Faces, have/no Familys to take care of, 
have no hard Labour.ro mortify and keep them low, 
and are under no Obligation 'to ſtudy hard, we 
ſhalt find that there's np Reaſon to wonder if they be 
more inclinible to Venery than any other Men what- 
ſoever : and tnce by experience it is found to be fo, 
forbidding them Marriage may well be calld 2 Doc- 
irize of D.vils, both as to its Original and EifcCts. 
That it com $ from the Devil, the Father of Lies, a0 
by conſequence the Author of every falle Doctrine, 
3 Bot to be controye.rted, fince the Law of Go4 and 
Neture commands 15 to increaſe and multiply, and 
firs us for its, and thi it mipht be 12 a regular way. 
God 
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God kiaſelf inſtituted Marriage in Paradife, and the 
Apoſtle tclls us, that Marriage is honourable in all : 
and that this Doctrine 15 deviliſh 10 1ts Effe*te, 1s 
evident from the horrid impurity of the Romiſh 
Clergy abovemen: 15nd, and the Niſchiets they do 


by it to particular : 'crfors, Families, Kingdoms, : and 


_ Commonweal!:i:s. | 
We come ncxt to take a view of the Cauſe, why 


the Court of {ce does io ſtitly. 1nfiflt on the Ce- 
;bacy of their Clergy, which will further demon- 
itrate the reaſonableneſs of Gue! ding. thcm, to we” 
To their infelting this Nation. 

['o Rome pretends to have changed her Religion, 
11d hath actually changed her form of Government, 
by taking an | Eeclefialtical inſtead of a Temporal 


Head z yet it's viſidle ſhe hath abated nothing of her 


Ambition, to be miſtreſs of the Univerſe, and did 1n 
2 great meaſure effect it by her Papacy, to which 
io great a part of thoſe calld Chriſtian Nations ſub- 
mi:tcd before the Reformation. So as Catzline, when 


Rome was Heathen, thought 1t neccflary to dcbauch - 
the Women, and then to carry on his Conſpiracy a-_ 
zainſt the Government by their Intereſt, becauſe of 


the influence Icnd Women had upon the looſe Rab- 
ble, and that th;-y could either murder their Huſ- 
bande, or bring tem over to his Party. Rome 
{t3ce it became &Anmtchiiitian, hath injouu?d Celibacy 
707 her Clergy, that they might be rendered the 
101 apt to debanch Women, and to make uſe of 
Lice Intereſt | in order to deprive the Civil Magif- 
trates of their Right, and to uſurp the Temporal, 
as wel as the Spiritual Sword, 


1. Becauſe 


J% 
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1. Becaufe they know that Nature having inclin'd 
ail Men to propagate their Species, their Pricſts fo and 
ſo circumſtantiated, as beforementioned, could - not 
poſſibly refrain from the A&, tho they were not 
allow*d to do it 11 a regular way : and therefore 
ſo many Women as they debauch, which they knew 
by their Circumſtances and Opportunity muſt 
needs be innumerable, ſo many Proſtlytes they were 
{ure of. | | 
2, Becaule they knew that their Clergy being pam. 
perd and rettrain'd from the uſe of the Marriage-Fed, 


mult needs be more inclinable to Venery than other 


Men, and conſequently more pleaſing Companions to 


inſatiable Women, and therefore the better fitted for 


the praftice of creeping into Houſes, and leading cap- 
tive filly Women, laden with divers Luſts, as the A- 
_ poſtle expreſles it. | — 

3. Becauſe they knew that their Clergy by this 
means having an Opportunity of bringing to their 
Lure a buxom Wife, who perhaps has a fickly, weak, 
or abſent Husband, a Green-ſickneſs Daughter, or a 
wanton Maid ; they would by the ſame Means be- 
come maſters in a manner of all that belong'd ro the 
Family, have the command of their Purſes, know 


all their Secrets, and improve all to the advantage _ 
of the See of Rome, which indulg'd tiem thus with 


a Mahomet*s Parade. 
4. By reſtraining their Clergy from Marriage, 
they knew it would make them the more 1mpetuous 


1o ſatisfy their deſires; and that they might have the - 


b<tter Opportunity of doing it, they are 1njoin'd 
by their DireQtory 1n confeſſing Women to examine 


them'moſlt as to the Sins of the Fleſh, whict they 
| tell 
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tell 'em they muſt diſcover on pain of Damnation. 
This being a ready Method to inflame them mu- 
tually, attended with Secrecy, and the Prieſts pre- 
tended Power of giving a Pardon, they knew it 
could not miſs of the deſign'd Effect ; they knew al- 
ſo that ſo many of thoſe ſilly Women as they capti- 
vated, ſo many Champions and Advocates for their 
Religion they ſhould have in Families, Courts,or elfe- 
where; for they might aſſure themſclves that ſuch 
Women would not eafily part with a Religion that. 
did fo much gratify their depraved Appetites, by 
allowing them as many Men, tho not Husbands, 
as they have Prieſts or Confeilors. And therefore 
many of the wiſe Popiſh Laicks have been of Opi- 
'nion themſelves, that no Man ought to confeſs a 
Wite but her Husband, and that a Daughter ought - 
tobe confeſsd by none but her Father. = 
5. Another, and that none of the leaſt Reaſons 
why they forbid Marriage to their Eccleſiaſticks, ts, 
That if they had Wives or Families, they could not 
ſo eaſily be ſeat on Miſhons, and encompals Sea and 
Land to make Proſelytes. They would not be fo 
ready, nor ſo fit to engage in Aſlaſlinations, Conſpi- 
ractes, and Rebellions againſt Princes and States, 
at the Commands of their Superior : Nor cculd 
they by their Whoredoms ſo much propagate the 
Intereſt of the great Harlot; for then thezr Wives 
would be ſo many checks and ſpies upon them. 
From all which it ſeems reaſonable to infer, that 
the beſt way to rid this Kingdom of” Popilh Prieſts, 
and to prevent the growth of Popery, 1s to make a 
Law, that all of them who ſhall be diſcover'd in Ezg- 
und, except ſuck as are "_ tit to be allowed 
| | tO 
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to Forcign Ambaſſadors, ſhall be Guelded, as they 
_ are in-Sweden ; where ince the ſame was Enacted 
_ into a Law, and practisd upon a few of them, that 
Kingdom hath never been infeſted with Popiſh 
Clergy, or Plots, nor their Women reproach'd with 
want of Chaſtuy, 

This will appear the more reaſonable, it we con- 
fider that the Havock they are allow'd to make of 
Womens Chaſtity, is one of the principab things-that 
induces Juſtfal Fellows to take Rowiſh Orders upon 
them, and to ingage 1n deſperate Deligns to pro- 
mote the Intereſt of that Church. This any Man 
may eaſily be convincd of, that will give himſelf 
leave to conlider, what dangers other Men of bet- 
ter Principles, and who may have Opportunities of 
latisfying Nature by lawful Marriage, do many 
times expole' themſelves to, for the Satisf:Rtion of 
their bratiſh Paſſions, and how they frequently ſacri- 
tice Honour, Intereſt, and Eſtate, with the pace of 
their Families and Conſclences, to their irregular 
Appetites of that fort. X 

The Caſe then being thus, let's confider what a 
deluge of Undcleanneſs 'may be pourd out upon 
this Nation by 1000 or 2000, ſuppoling there were 
no more of thole POP : a Eccleitalticks in Enz/and 
at a time; eſfrecially fince they look upon 1t to be 
their Interc!t ro debauch the Nation. as oe of the 
belt Expeciznts io advance Popery, as was evt- 
dent from the practice of the lit Reigns: ant 
therefore 1t ſeems to be tie natural way of 6) ” 
ating the growth of Popcry, to make the Roumilh 
Ecclehaſticks uncapabiic of Promo! wig it by that 
Mzthod which they like beit, and 19 mo fuacceltful, 

It 
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It will ſtil} appear to be more reaſonable, becauſe 
they have vow'd Chaſtity, and by their own Con- 
t-flion have no occalion for thoſe Seminary Veſlels ; 
therefore if they reſolv'd to Jive as they have ſworn 
to do, they would willingly unman themſelves as 
Origen did 3 fo far would they be from having any 
reaſon to complain, 't others {ould do it for them. 

It can no ways be reckon'd crucl, fince it may be 
done without hazard of Life, as common Experi- 
ence {hews both in Man and Beaſt, and by confe- 
quence leſs to be complaind of, than thoſe Laws 
which condemn them to the Gallows, There have 
been more Prieſts put to death 1n England, than ever 
were guelded in Sweden ; yet Experience teaches us 
It = nat had near ſo good an effect. This 15 de- 

nſtrable from the many Conſpiracies againſt our 
Prices and Nation, that the Prieſts have form'd lince 
the enacting of thoſe Laws, and from the great pro- 
grels their Idolatry makes among us at this very day ; 
whereas Sweder, ſince the enacting of that Law, bath 
been liable to none of theſe Misfortunes. This Law 
of Caſiratioz occaltion'd a pleaſant Raillery upon the 
Jeſuits at Brifſ.ls by Queen Chriſtina of Sweder. 
When thoſe Fathers came to congratulate her there 
upon her Convertton, they entertaind her, among 
other things, with the w onderful Effects of their Mit: © 
lions 10 the Indics, and other remote parts: That 
Princeſs applauded thor Zeal, but at the ſame time 
rebuk'd their IndiFerence for ker Country of Swe. 
dey, where their Indeavours were ſo much nco:ded : 
ne pleaſantly told them, That tho the Law of Ca- 
flration was a Bar in their way, they ought not to 


prcter the keeping of thoſe things of which they 
itood 
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Rood in no-need, and of which (he hop they made 
no uſe to the advancement of the Catholic 
Faith. But this, tho the ſevereſt Reproof in the 
World, has never been able to bring the Romilh 
Clergy to ſo much ſenſe of their Duty, as to renew 
their Attempts of converting Sweder. This may 
_ ſerve to confirm the Story told us of an old Capu- 
chin in the Meragiana, the Works of the Abbot 
 Menage, that he reje&ed the Advice of his Phyſici- 
ans to be cut of the Stone, for fear it ſhould make 
kim Impotent, tho he was then 8o Years of Age. 


Namgue ad Vivendum caſtrari v4lde recuſat, 
Et propter vitam vivendi perdere cauſame. 


The Romilh Clergy have ſo much accuſtom'd 
themſelves to thoſe impure Pleaſures, that they will 
| beſure toavoid thoſe Countrys where they muſt be 

| rendred uncapable of injoying them. 

If it be thought that the Laws already . made will 
be more effeRual againſt them, there's no need of 
repealing them, tho a new one of Caſtration be ad- 
ded. Since that hath had ſo good an Effet in Swe- 
den, we have no reaſon to deſpair of the like here. 

It's generally concluded, that our Engliſh Women 
are as tempting as any in Errope, and arethercfore as 
Iikely to prevail on a Romilh Prieft to venture hang- 

ing to 10joy their Favours as any others : But if they 
be rendred uncapable of it, the temptation wil: have 
no force; and fo the Prieſts will ſave their Lives, 

our Women wyul preſerve their Chaſtity, and our 
Religion and Liberty will be freed frum their At- 


taqUES. 
The 


The only Objetion of weight that can be made 


apainſt it 1s, that 1: may provoke our Popiſh Allic S,. 


_ and other Popith Princes, to treat Prot ſtant Mit: 
ſters in the like minner. To which we anſwer, That 


agmitting i: ſhou! i be fo, 1t 15 _ hatf lo bad as to 


Lave ther broks on the W :ccl, Hanz'd, or fent to 
the Gillies. In the next place, there's ot the. like 
ix cafuri tor treating Proteſtant Miniſters 1n that man- 
ner, for they generally marry z or if tacy be oulty 
ot Unclcanncſs, are thrill from the Minter — And 


in the laſt place, there's no Reaſon why we ſhould | 


have aly more regard to our Allies, or HH Popin 


Princes, than they have to us, We hear cvery day of 


the eract 1 *erſecution in Frazce and Germany, not- 
withſtanding our milincſs to tne- Papiſts here 5 fo 
that our cnacting a Law of Caſiratioz cannot poſſt- 


bly make them pez{-cate the P coteſtants more ſe- 


verely than they do, but may rather put a ſtop to 
It. 
And indecd it 1s to be wondred at, that the Pro- 


teſtants ſhould be fo much wanting 1n their Zeal, and ' 
fo litile ſenfible of thewr own Latereſt; when we Rive 
{o Warlike and Zealous a Prot eſtan; Prince upon. 
ine Throne of (ret eng as not to agree on 


\icthods for obliging the Papiſts to forbear that 
barbanoms Perſecution of thcir Brethren. Endea- 


vours of that nature were usd in ſome of thoſe 
Retgns w hen Popcry had ſo much Intereſt at Court, 


that | it ſcem d to # ive a ſhare of the Throne ; ie. 
fore irs {trange if nothing (houd be attempted to- 
wards it in this Reign. To ct{& this would, buman- 
ly ſpeaking, ſeem to be no dithcult Wor, lnce the 


Nava Strength of Exrope 15 10 the Hands of the Pro- 
D tettants : 
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teſtants ;; and that the Strength of Great Britain and 
 Fllazd is now under the Command of one Prince 
who is the Hero of his Age. — 

This our own Safety ſeems to require, and Cha- 
rity and Comp..ſlion to our Brethren b:yond Sea 
does loudly call for; butif for Reaſons of State, or 
Otherwill, it be found mmpractivable for us to inter- 
poſe in behalf of perſecuted Proreitints abroad, 
there's nothing can hinder us, it we bz willing to 
ſecure our f.lves :g1iinit Popery at home, by pat- 
ting the old Laws in Exccutio!, or cnacting . new 
ONee. 

This ſeems to be. abſolutely neceflary, 1f we con- 
ſider, either the State of the Protcttants beyond Sea, 
or our own Con.lition at home; 

If we look abroad, we ſha!l find the Proteſtant 
Intereſt, which was once fo conftideravle in France, 
quite ruin'd 3 and one of the chief Cuſcs of its be- 
ing ſo, was the negle& of our Erg/7j Governments 
| ſince Queen Elizabeth's time : we have dine nothing 
cttcctual for them ſince then, which was a mighty 
overiight, both in rc{pet of Duty and Intereſt. 
That it was our Duty, 'wiil fcarcely be deny'd by 
any Man that has any true Impreſſions of the Prote- 
ſtant Religion. That it was our Intereſt 1s demon- 
ſtrable, becauſe, had the Proteſtatits of France been 
ſupported by ourVediation andAfiiitance,they would 
never have concurrd mim any ambitious Deſign of 
their Monarchs againſt rhe Proteſtant Interelt, or 
this Nation : and perhaps the fears of that Court, 
that they might prove a Curb upon their Defigns of 
that nature, was none of the lealt Cauſes of their 
having ruin'd them by the moſt ungrateful, as well as 

= the 
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the moſt barbarous Perſecution thitever was known. 
rrom ali whicoh It will naturally reſult, that it 4s 
the Interelt ot Crg/and to fave, if poſfible, .tae 
Remnant of the Proteſtants in France, by ſune ef- 
fetual Interpolition. | 

If we look a lJitle furcher into the State of the 
Proteſtants of the Valleys of P:cdmont, we ſhall find 
that Antient Church almoſt totally ruin'd and dif- 
perſt, If we turn our Eye towards Hung iry, Tran- 


flvar.it, and , Polar:d. the Reformed Intereſt 1s almoſt. 


quite cxterminated in thoſe Countrys, as 1t 15 totally 
ruind ina Bohemia : What danger It 1s ha'le to 1n 
the neighbouring Country of Saxony, 1s known to 


every onc, ſince that Country, whoſe Prince was the 


fir{t that embracd the Reformation, 1s now under a 
Popiſh Government z and if we come nearer home 
to the Pulatinate, there we ſhall alſo find a Prote- 
ſtant Church, once the moit flouriſhing, and beſt 
reformed in all Germany, under an unreaſonable and 
eruclt Perſecution. It we conlider the Treaty of 
Reſwick, by that we (hall find the Germar Proteſtants 
deſpoil'd of eight or nine hundred Churches : The 
- once famous Proteſtant City of Strasbureb deliverd in 


rey to the Church of 'Rome; and the Proteſtants in 


4lſace, and the neighbouring Principalities on each 
fide, as the Dutchy of Moztbelliard, County of 
Veldents, &c. ſubje& to Popiſh Incroachmente, In a 
word, if we look chroughoab the whole Eovpire, and 
take a view of the Diet at /eatisbor, we (1.11 find the 
Popilh Intereſt every where rampant,and incroaching 
upon the Reformation, contrary to the Fundimen- 
tal Laws, and moſt Solemn Treatys 'of the Empire. 


I we caſt an Eye upon a pas, tlie Jittle Reva = 
1; Ic 
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lick of G Fencua, and the Principality of Neuſ-hte!, 
there a:lo we (hall find the Proteſtant Intereſt hers 
ed and | 1nguiſhing. | 
If we look Northward, there we find the Prote- 
ſtant Kinzdoms of Sweder and Denmark ready to in- 
gage 110 1 War with one another, and that the Q,ar- 
rel: butts ixt then arc fymenitied by thoſe who carry 
on an I yes which ts deftruchive both to the Pro- 
tcſtant Rolipion, and the Civil Liberties of Enrope. 
This is Caffictent to diſcover the bad State of thu Pro- 
teſtant Intcreſt alzroad. 
If we conſfid-r the poſture of Afﬀairs at home, 


1's evient from a late printed Letter, (aid to be 
wrote by a worthy Biſhop, and dedicated toa Mcm- 


ber of Parliament, that Popery comes in upon us 
like a Flood. It 1s not to be! denicd that therc's a 
Party in the three Nations, who fivour the Title 


'of an Abdicared Popilſh Prince and his pretended 


Succeſſion, agiin!t the preſent Government, and 
the Succellion eft.vlittd by Law. It 1s not to be 


forgor, that their Intercit was ſo {trong as to advance 


a Popiſh King to our Throne 3 and tho they could 


not keep him there, b<cauſe he diſmounted himlclt 


by a furious Carcer, vet they have endanger*d us 


fince by repeatea PI-5ts againſt his preſent Maj. (ty's 


Lite, and endcavouring to bring 1n a French Inva- 
{10n upon us. It 15 allo known, that there arc 
gy diſcontents fomented and nouriſh'd in all 
the three Nations, .1n relation to Trade, Parties, and 
different Pretenſions : ; and that this gives the Popiſh 
Clergy an opportunity of adding fewel to our 
Flames, which makes 1t hkewiſe evident that the 


Proteſtant Intereſt is in danger at home, 


T his 
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This ts further demonſtrable from the Trouble _ 
the Papilts have from time to time given, and con- | 
tinue to give to our Government and Parliaments 3 
what's the meaning elſe of thoſe Proclamations 
formerly and lately emitted, commanding Papiſts 
to retire from Londor 2 &c. What elſe 15 the mean- 
ing of thoſe Bills brought in to prevent their diſ- 
inheriting their Proteſtant Heirs, and to hinder 
their ſending Children abroad to foreign Semina- 

_ ries, to be bred up .1n Idolatry, or made Prieſts, 
Monks and Nuns ? This, beſides the danger that ac- 
crues thereby to our Religion and Libertys, takes 
vaſt Sums of Money out of the Kingdom yearly. 
They likewiſe give trouble to our Parliaments, by 
bringing in Bills for diſcovering Eſtates and Money 
given to ſuperſtitious Uſes, which is every way 
mighty prejudical to the Kingdom, and enables the 
Papiſts to breed Vipers in our Eowels, in order to. 
rend us 1n pieces. - 

Then fince it is undeniable that we are in danger 
from the Papiſts, whether we conſider the State of 
Afﬀairs at home or abroad, and that the Laws hi- 
therto enacted have not been able to prevent the 
recourſe of Popiſh Prieſts, ec. nor the growth of 
Popery 1n this Kingdom ; what ſhould hinder us 
from trying new Methods, and particularly this Law 
of Caſtration £2 

It would certainly be a Puniſhment very proper 
for them, and might make them read their Sin in 
their Judgment 3 lince 1t's evident that by their own 
perſonal Villany, and their looſe DoGrine of Par- 
dons, @c. which incourages People in Licentioul- 

nels, 
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_ they make more Proſelytes than by any other 


Method. 
Thoſe, 'who perhaps would ſcruple to be any 


ways Inſtrumental in taking theſe Prieſts, when the 


Penalty inflicted upon them by Law is Death, would 
not have reaſon to be ſo ſcrupulous to take and dif- 
cover them when the Puniſhment is only C:ſtrat:- 
on, and therefore would be more diligent to put 


the Laws in Exccution upon them. 
It muſt alſo he rcckon'd a deſerved Puniſhment, 


fince under the Seal of Confeſſion they commit 
Uncleanneſs with thoſe they have the Truſt of as 


| Ghoſtly Fathers, fo that it is a ſort of ſpiritual Inceſt, 


and a deſtroying People with Arms that make no _ 
Report ; both which Crimes are capital in all well 
govern'd States, and therefore the Puniſhment of 
Caſtration, in ſuch a Caſe, muſt needs be accounted 


mild. _ 
If it be objected, that tho ſome of the Romiſh 


Clergy be guilty of Incontinence, yet all of them 
are not ſo, and therefore ſuch only are to be puniſh'd 


'1n that manner as are convicted of the Crime: It's 


eaſy to anſwer, That it 1s equally true, that all of them 
are not guilty of Conſpiring againſt the Government, 
nor is it poſſible to convict All of 'em of perverts 


ing the Subjects; yet the 27th of Elizabeth makes 
1t Treaſon for any Popiſh Pricſt, bred up beyond 


Sea, to be herc, or to return iato England without 
i bmirting to the Government, and taking the 
Oith'of Supremacy. And indecd it is but reaſon- 
able it ſhould be fo, for their being here ſuppoſes 
their Deſign 3 and therefere there's as much reaſon 
to puniſh them, tho we cannot prove tae Overt 


Acts 
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AQs upon them, as there is to puniſh Thieves for 
coming into our Houſes in an 1lI:gal manner, tho 


we cannot prove that they have robb'd us, or ſtole 


any thing. If we find a Wolf, or other Beaſt of 
Prey among our Flocks,' we take their deſign of 
deſtroying them for oranted, and treat them accord- 
ingly, tho we don't fee the Limbs of our Catiie in 
their mouths. And therefore ſince the Practices and 
Principles of the Romiſh Clergy are (o well known, 


their being found 1n the Nat!on ovght te be ſuffici- 


ent Conviction. 


It ſtill remains a Queſtion, how they ſhall be diſt . 


covered 2 But the Anſwer 1s at hard : Let a com- 
pctent and certain Reward be proposd for ſuch as 
(hall do it, and the like Reward, and a Pardon to 
any. of their own Number that ſhall diſcover the 


"reſt; or let Proviſion be made for ſome of every 


Engliſh Seminary beyond Sea that turn Proteſtants, 
plant ſome of them in the ſeveral Ports of the King- 
dom; and let ſome of each of thoſe Seminarys be 
likewiſe conſtantly in Loxdor to afliſt in Searches, 
and view thoſe that are taken up on Suſpicion : And 
at the ſame time let proviſion-be made for ſuch as 
will infortn of all the Popiſh Clergy that haunt the 
great Families of that Opinion in Ergland, and we 


need not doub: of an effectual diſcovery 1n a little 


time ; io: belides the influence that the hopes of a 
Reward wiil have, thoſe Goatiſh Fellows, the Ro- 
milh Clergy, 09 many times diſoblige Familys of 
their ©4w9n wav, oy att to debauch their 
Wives, Children or Serv ants, {re of whom have 
ſo much Virtue as to reject the Temptation, and to 
hare the Tempters 3 any many times their blind 
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Zeai occalions them likewiſe to take indiſcreet Me- 
thods to pervert Proteſtant Servants, who would not 


be wanting, in caſe of ſuch proviſion as above-men- 


tion'd, to diſcover thoſe dangerous Fellows. 
Toinfli& this Puniſhment of Caſiration upon them, 


-is ſo much the leſs to be thought cruel or unreaſon- 


able, ſince it is ſo ordinary in [taly, and other Po- 
piſh Countries, for the meaner ſort of People to geld 
their own Sons, that they may make the better 
market of them for ſinging Boys, and Muſicians, or 


_ to be Catamites to Cardinals, and other Dignita- 
ries of the Romiſh Church. In thoſe hot Countries 
the Roman Clergy are much addicted to that dam- 


nable and unnatural Crime : and ſuch of them as are 
not, keep lewd Women almoſt avowedly 3 they 


are indeed -more upon the Reſerve, and live ac- 


cording to the Maxim of Caxte, tho not Caſte, in 
{uch Countries where the Government 1s Reformed, 
or where the Proteſtants are numerous ; but then 
they are under the greater Temptation to perpe- 
trate their Villanies, on the pretext of Confeſſing 
Women : therefore there's the more Reaſon to e- 
nad a Law of Caſiration againſt them 1n this King- 


dom. 


We have the more ground to think, that ſuch a 
Law duly exccuted would have a good Effect, becauſe 
the Luſt of the Fleſh 1s ſo bewitching and natural! 
to the greateſt part of Mankind, and continues to 
have -a predominancy in them for ſo great a part 
of their Lives, that it hath occaſion'd, and does oc- 
calion more diforders, and is apter to engage Men 


over whom it obtains the aſcendant in more deſpe- 


rate Ulndertakings than any other pafſion whatever, 
Hiltories 
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Hiſtories are full of Examples of Princes and great 
Men, that have ruin'd themſelves and their Coun- 
tries in the purſuit of their irregular Amours. We 
have no need to turn over foreign Stories, or to 
gO out of our own Nation for Proofs of this. It 
1s nct ſo: long ago as to be forgot, fince we had the 
chief Affairs of State manag'd, and Parliaments diſ- 
ſolv'd, exc. at the beck of Conrtiſans. The Intereſt of 
Popery and Tyranny in the late Reigns was chiefly 
advancd by ſuch. 

Do not we find, even in private Perſons of all 
Ranks, that where that Pallion is not kept in due 
bounds, or cur'd by the proper Remedies of a ſuta- 
ble Match, that Honour, Heelth, and Eſtates, nay 
Life it (ſelf, is many times ſacrific*d to the pleaſure of 
the Fleſh; and therefore the Apoſtle had Reaſon as 
well as Revelation on his ſide, when he rank'd all 
that is in the World under the three Heads of the Laſt 
of the Fleſb, the Luſt of the Bye, and the Pride of 
Life ; and gave that of the Fleſh the preference. It 
is plain from Experience, that the other two are 
made generally ſubſervient to it, as Is viſible every 
day from that exceſs in Jewels, Apparel, and Houſe- 
hold Furniture, and the vaſt Expence which the 
Gallants of both Sexes put themſelves to 1n one or 
all of theſe, in order to obtain the Favour of their 
. Paramours. > | 

From all which we may make this Inference, that 
if the Romiſh Clergy were made uncapable by a 
Law of enjoying that which they account the 
| greateſt pleaſure of Life, they would. avoid thoſe 
Countrys where ſuch Laws are put 1n execution, as | 
they would avoid the es 'Twould be wu 
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it by this means we cbuld deliver our Poſterity from 
thoſe Conſpiracies, Civil Wars, Dreadful Fires, 
Maſlacres, Afailinations of Princes, an{4 other 
Miſchiefs which theſe Kingdoms hive been liable th 
- from the Papilts, and oſt which all our ether 
Laws have hitherto (ymified but lint: to preſerve 
4 | 
We have alſo found, by ſad EXPcricnce, [Nat 
they have had ſo muci influence as to get the A{- 
cendant over ſome: of our Princes, by temptinz 
them, as they have done the French King, with the 
hopes of an Abſolute Sway, and we know not what 
- Viſionary Empires. By this . means they prevail d 
with them to overthrow our Laws, the recovery cf 
which hath coſt the Nation ſo much Blood and 
Treaſure, that atter Apes are like to feel the ſmart. 
of it: Tho they bave run .one of our Princes off 
the Stage, and have well-nigh ruin'd their great 
Champion beyond Sea, as they did formerly the 
Spaniſh Monarchy, by ſpurring on thoſe Princes to 
perſccute Proteſtants, and eftablith Deſpotical Go- 
vernment. They will never give over that Game, 
but inſpire all Pcinces to whom they can have acceſs, 
either by thenffcives or cthers, viith one or both of 
thoſe Deſigns 3 and thercfore it 1s the Intereſt of 
 Exgland to ute all poſtiile means to feeure the Na- 
Hon 1g41; at rhoſe Roz27Þ Clergymen, for which Ca- 
ftration 1s humbly concetv d tro be the propere{t Me- 
thod, and is ſo far from being cruely, that it mus 
well be reckoned a Beat A ptece 0: Clemcncy - te: 
Komiſh Pricite, as ira! Wes Yrtation is 1:1[ts ad of th: 
Gallows to other colidemined Crim ih.s, 
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. nh ſhort, it will be ſo far from being a real diſ- 
kindneſs to The Popiſh Laics of this Nation, that it 


will be the ee piece of F riendſhip to them ima- 
ginable : : this we hope they wil be the more readily 
convinc'd of, if their Wives, Daughters, and Viaid- 
ſervants, cry out again{t this Law, tor then to be 


ter. ” 
We hope that our Popiſh Laics in England are 


Men of as good Obſcrvation as thoſe 1n other Coun- 
trys, and particularly in France and Italy, where 
their very Proverbs are ſufhcient to demonſtrate, 
that they have no great Opinion of their Cler- 
2ymens Chaſtity. It is not poſſible to expoſe 
thoſe goatiſh Fellows with more ſeverity and con- 
tempt, than the Jtalzans do by ſaying fate Lui Co- 
ronna, by way of ſarcaſm, of a Stallion that they 


don't think performs his part 3 alluding to the Prieſts 
{haven Crowns. as if that Sacerdotal Character were 


ſutictent even to invigorate a Horſe. Their other 


Proverb of fate !o Prete, let's make him a Prieſt, when 


they have any ungovernable Wanton in a Fay, that 
overruns all their Females, ts akin to the other ; 
and their covering their Stone-horſes with a Monk's 
Frock, when they find them indifferent for a Mare 
in ſeaſon, is a ſcandalous Reproof of thoſe bru- 
11h Cleray men. Anſwerable to theſe is the Frexch 


Pr overd ; 


Qui vent teir nette Maiſon 
bY 4 ny ſoufre ni pretre ni Moin ni pigeos. 
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ſure they have ſome particular concern in the mat- = 
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. Comparing the Popiſh Clergy to the Pigeons: for 


their venereous Inclinations 3 and may be Engliſhed 
thus, 


They that would keep their Houſes Chaſt and Neat, 
From thence muſt Prieſts, Monks, Nuns, and 'Pi- 
1. ( geons beat. 


As all Proverbs of that ſort are founded upon ſome- 
thing univerſally-known or conceiy'd to be true, 


It is not at all for the Honour of the Popiſh Clergy, 
that their Chaſtity ſhould be thus refleted upon in 
Countrys where they are the ſole Directors of Con- 


ſcience, and have their Religion eſtabliſhed by 


Law. | 


But that which fixes it yet more upon them, is, 
that in the Pope's Chancery the Tax for eating Eggs 
in Lezt, is greater than that for Sodomy ; and the 


Penalty upon a Prieſt that marrys, is greater than 


upon thoſe that commit that monſtrous and un- 


"natural Villany juſt now mentiond, From all 


which itis manifelt, that they did not ſpeak at ran- 
dom who inform'd us that the Celibacy of ſuch an 
innumerable multitude of Popiſh Eccleſiaſtics, is the 
maximum Arcanum dominationis Papalis, and that 


the Prieſts Teſticles are the greateſt Promoters of the 
Pope's Empire, This will appear yet more plain, 
that it is of the higheſt Importance to them, ſince the 


Church of Kome maintains, that Marriage is a Sacra- 


' ment, and that all Sacr2ments confer Grace, and yet 


denys it to her Clergy 3 a manifeſt Indication that 

they have their graceleſs Deſigns to promote by it, 

_ _ eſpecially 
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eſpecially ſince at the ſime tim? the want of thote 
Parts which they will not allow them to make uſe 
of in a regular way, renders them uncapable of being 
Prieſts according to thur Canons3 but yet they are 
ſo kind to their pelded Martyrs, as to allow it to 
be ſufficient if they bave them about them, in Pou- | 
der, or any other way. 

Theſe things confirm, 10 a literal ſenſe, the odi- 
ous Characters given the Church of Rome in the Re- 
welations, Chap. 17,18, xc. As the great Whore, with 
whore the Kings and Inhabitants of the Earth have 
committed Fornication , the Mather of Harlots, and 
Abominations of the Earth, having a golden Cup in her 
hand full of Abominations, ard of the Filthineſs of 
her Fornications, &C. Then fince by the Teſtimony 
of God and Man, the Romiſi Clergy is ſuch an im- 
pure and laſcivious Crew, it makes a Law of Caftra- 
tron a juſt and adequate Puniſhment for them, 

To conclude ; Since our King and Parliament have 
both teſtified their Zeal and Forwardneſs to ſuppreſs 
Immorality and Profanenefs, it follows naturally that 
\uch a Law as this deſerves their ſerious Thoughts ; 
tor it 1s Impoſlible to ſupprets reigning Vice, ſo long 
as thoſe goatiſh Fellows are ſuffered to ſwarm among 
us, They not only corrupt the Morals of People 
themſelves by fuch Practices and Principles as above- 
mention'd, but bring over and encourage others to 
do it ; particularly thoſe [tzlians, &c. who fell and 
print Aritir's Prſtures; and in order to debauch 
the Minds of \Women, and to make them guilty of 
nonatural Crims, invent and (ell 'em ſuch things as 
Modeſty forbidsto name. *'TFis evident, that as Po- 
pery advanc'd upon us in the late Rejzgns, Debau- 
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chery gaind ground at the ſame time, for they na- 
turally make way for one another ; and therefore 
we can never ſuppreſs Immorality, without ſecuring 
our ſelves effectually againſt Popery. It this ſhould 
be attempted by a Law of Caſtration againſt Romifh 


Prieſts, 1t muſt be own'd that it would be more cha- 


ritable and humane to ſave our ſelves from Popiſh 


Superſtition, and all its miſchievous Conſequences, 


that Method alone, than to: practiſe;it, together 
with other Puniſhments, upon ſuch of thoſe Wret- 
ches as come to the Gibbet for Treaſon ; the cutting 
off their Privities in ſuch Caſes, and throwing 'em in 
the Fire, wk before they be totally bereft of Life, 
can be of no manner of uſe, whereas Caſtration a- 


| lone beforehand might have ſav'd us from the danger 
of their Plots, and prevented themſelves from com- 
ing to the Gallows. 
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